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Local Filmmaker to Debut KKK Documentary at Astoria Festival

PORTLAND – Local producer and director Thomas Coulter will unveil his newest work, The Klu Klux Klan in Oregon: 1920-1923, at the Astoria International Film Festival on Oct. 18 – 16, 2009, www.astoriainternationalfilmfestival.com. The documentary details why the Klan was successful in recruiting members in Oregon and how the group was able to promote its racial and religious agenda as its ranks grew to 5,000 members from Tillamook to La Grande.
The film will be shown Fri., Oct. 16 from 3:45- 4:45 p.m. at the historic Liberty Theater, 1203 Commercial St., Astoria, 97103. Coulter will also participate in a Filmmakers Meet & Greet Reception on Sat., Oct. 17 at 8:30 p.m. at the Cannery Pier Hotel, 10 Basin St.

The 3rd annual festival, sponsored by Astoria Productions, highlights independent artists from around the globe and their works of historical and cultural significance.

The Klu Klux Klan in Oregon: 1920-1923 covers the group’s demise, the aftermath and reasons why it could not maintain its leadership and power over local businesses and politics. For instance, in the early 1920s certain members of the Klan, called Kleagles, were dispatched to all states in the Union to drum up support for the organiza​tion outside of its stronghold in the South. What Klan organizers found when the Kleagles arrived in Oregon and the Pacific Northwest were near perfect social conditions to recruit, especially when an atmosphere of nativist feelings engulfed the nation after World War I.
Powerful movie clips, interviews and photos culled from local, state and national archives also are included in the 60-minute film.
"The Klan was very influential here as a political power,” Coulter said. "They were able to place many of their members in local government around the state and sponsored several statewide measures against minorities and certain religions. Many viewers will be surprised to learn how large and active they were as a group."
He said it took him more than four years, while balancing a full-time job, to complete the film. Communications Concepts, of Salem, Oregon, provided production assistance.
“This project has been a labor of love,” said Coulter, who is a Korean-born American adoptee. “I’ve focused my heart, mind and energies on this project with the main intent of educating people about multicultural issues and starting a dialogue.”
Note to Editors: Photos of Mr. Coulter are available for publication upon request.

###
About Frame by Frame Productions:
Since 1997 Frame by Frame Productions has produced and distributed historical documentaries and multi-cultural videos that Thomas Coulter produces and/or directs. He has a combined 25 years experience in radio, television and cable TV production, and has written and performed many musical compositions included in his works. The Portland-based company has produced several short films for release on public access television and worked on videos for numerous non-profit, local government and private companies. Frame by Frame enjoys collaborating on some of its productions with local students, freelance artists, video companies and volunteers to help them gain invaluable experience.
Thomas Coulter’s Other Projects:
The Oregon Nikkei Story: Japanese Americans in Oregon 1880-1941 was recently shown during the Oregon Reads 150 Year Anniversary at the Salem Public Library, Salem, OR, in April 2009. The project was also part of a brown bag lecture series in 1998 in Portland as part of the traveling Smithsonian exhibit, Japanese Americans and the U.S. Constitution – A More Perfect Union. The film features an original musical score by Coulter and interviews with second and third generation Oregon Nissei (Japanese Americans). It covers the history and development of the Japanese American in the Portland, Salem and Hood River areas up until the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
Blurring the Lines is a 30-minute film featuring interviews with seven college students who have multi-racial backgrounds. It has been shown at several colleges and uni​versities along the West Coast as part of ethnic studies programs and lectures about multicultural issues. Coulter teamed up with producer Amiko Matsumoto for this project.
A Woman for Our Times won Honorable Mention in the 2002 Hometown Video Festival in Washington, D.C. This short drama includes four original musical scores by Coulter.
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